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BOARD OF MEDICAL STUDENT LOANS 

Minutes of the meeting of December 2, 2016 

 

 

The Board of Medical Student Loans held an open public meeting on December 2, 2016 by 

teleconference at four locations: The University of Arizona Health Sciences Center, Banner 

University Medical Center, Room 2603, 1501 N. Campbell Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85724; The 

University of Arizona, College of Medicine, Room C402, Health Sciences Education Building 

(HSEB), 550 E. Van Buren Street, Phoenix, AZ 85004; A. T. Still University, School of 

Osteopathic Medicine in Arizona, Mustang Conference Room, 5850 E. Still Circle, Mesa, AZ 

85206, and Midwestern University, Arizona College of Osteopathic Medicine, Room 234, Glendale 

Hall, 19555 N. 59th Avenue, Glendale, AZ 85308. 

 

Board members in attendance at the videoconference included Chairperson Ross Kosinski, 

Ph.D., Amy Mitchell, M.D. in Tucson, AZ; Stanley Brysacz, D.O. and Jeff Morgan, D.O. in 

Mesa and Patricia Tarango in Phoenix.  Shirley Rheinfelder, M.D., Gordi Khera, M.D. and Amy 

Waer, M.D. were unable to attend. 

 

Support staff present included: Sherri McClellan, Program Coordinator in Tucson; Ana Roscetti, 

Workforce Section Manager, Bureau of Health Systems Development, Arizona Department of 

Health Services in Phoenix; Deborah Ross-Carter, Assistant Director, Student Financial 

Services, A.T. Still University in Phoenix; and Filippo Chiarenza of Midwestern University 

Student Financial Services in Glendale.   

 

Chairperson Kosinski called the meeting to order at 1:03pm.   

 

The meeting began with review of the PowerPoint presentation which Chairperson Kosinski 

prepared for the Senate Appropriations and House Government and Higher Education 

Committee of Reference (COR) hearing scheduled for December 8, 2016. 

 

Dr. Kosinski reviewed the purpose and history of the Board, beginning with the charge of the 

Board per the statutes. He continued with a brief history, contract obligations, and repayment 

stipulations, followed by a timeframe loan repayment example from beginning to end. He then 

reviewed the efficacy of the program, stating that due to the program, 159 physicians have 

practiced in designated areas. Of these physicians, 22 are currently in service per their contract, 

and 66 physicians continue to work in medically-underserved areas post-commitment. 

 

He then summarized the details of the last Sunset Review of the Board in 2011. At the time, the 

Board requested to be continued until 2017 because it was projected that the remaining 

contracted physicians would be in service, and the Arizona Department of Health Services 

(ADHS) could monitor those contracts. It was then realized that there would be no State statutes 

in place to guide ADHS; furthermore, a Board would need to be in place to make decisions if a 

participant does not fulfil their agreement. Dr. Kosinski reviewed the status of current 

contracts—there are currently 21 physicians in service.  He stated that by the end of 2016, 4 of 

these are expected to be completed. By the end of 2017 there should be an additional 8 

completed. In 2018, there should be 4 additional, another 4 in 2019, and the final one finishing in 
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2020. With that, Dr. Kosinski recommends that the State allows the Board to continue until 

2020, so as not to put added burden on ADHS.  

 

Dr. Brysacz asked for confirmation that the Board does not deal with contracts which have been 

turned over to the Attorney General. Dr. Kosinski confirmed that is true, and the Board is 

instructed to have no contact with those individuals. 

 

Dr. Kosinski repeated that, if the Board is sunsetted before all contracts are fulfilled and 

administration is given to ADHS to monitor contracts, a physician could step out on his or her 

service, and there would be no statute to follow. He asked Patricia Tarango what she thought of 

that. She stated that the current staffing does not allow them to do any monitoring. Furthermore, 

she agrees that without State authority, what guide would ADHS have. Her staff is currently not 

familiar with the contract language and requirements, and Ana Roscetti is regularly responsible 

for monitoring 150 providers—these are concerns. She believes that, if the sunset is not extended 

to 2020, the Attorney General would have to weigh in on the language in the contract and 

statutes concerning management of the contracts. 

 

Dr. Kosinski stated that, in the sunset questionnaire and communication with Sherri McClellan, 

the sunset committee asked if the Board would be willing to continue. He suggested that going 

forward, the Board could meet once during the year to see that physicians in service are abiding 

by their contracts. Sherri consulted with the University of Arizona regarding Board support, and 

her supervisor is happy to continue her position in its current role. Dr. Brysacz asked about State 

funding for Board support. Dr. Kosinski answered that each school provides a certain amount for 

administrative support for their respective students. He stated that a U of A student will be the 

last completed contract. He clarified that the State does not pay for administration of the Board; 

it is provided by each school. 

 

Dr. Brysacz said that he does not see much of an alternative to this recommendation to continue 

the Board until all contracts are fulfilled. Otherwise, there is little to no accountability. Dr. 

Kosinski brought to the table a motion to approve the recommendation to the State as laid out in 

the presentation, and that the Board will continue. Dr. Mitchell seconded the motion. With no 

further questions, the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Patricia Tarango asked Chairperson Kosinski if it was necessary for her and Ana to attend the 

Sunset meeting with the State. He answered no because he felt that he understood her position on 

the inability for ADHS to take on monitoring of the Board’s contracts. He stated that he and 

Sherri would address that with the committee. 

 

The minutes of the meeting of May 6, 2016 had been distributed to the Board for review. Dr. 

Brysacz made a motion to approve the May 6, 2016 minutes. Dr. Mitchell seconded the motion, 

and all were in favor to approve. 

 

The Board reviewed the updates of referrals with the Attorney General. Regarding Dr. Damstra, 

Chairperson Kosinski clarified that the Attorney General stated that the Board is to have no 

contact with him, and the AG cannot do anything to enforce his contract until he is no longer in 

active duty.  Rey Palop, M.D. has fulfilled his obligation to the AG. The case against Scott 

Salmon D.O. was closed. 



3 

 

 

Chairperson Kosinski raised concern over Aileen Lo, M.D. who owes a large sum of amount of 

money. He asked Patricia and Ana that if Dr. Lo returned to Arizona following her residency in 

California, could she qualify for the Loan Repayment Program. Ana answered no, that Clinical 

Preventative Medicine is not a specialty allowed by the Loan Repayment Program. 

 

He continued with participant updates, mentioning the completion of service for Rachel Martin 

Camp, M.D. at El Rio Community Health Center in Tucson.  He added that Lisa Young, D.O. 

just recently fulfilled her service contract with the Whiteriver Indian Hospital. Each of these 

physicians plans to remain at their underserved locations. Dr. Hines is continuing service in 

Emergency Medicine at Canyon Vista Medical Center in Sierra Vista. 

 

Dr. Kosinski addressed the last agenda item regarding the Reimbursement of Private School to the 

University of Arizona College of Medicine, stating that the schools will continue that until all 

contracts are completed, assuming that the State extends the Board to 2020. He added that he 

believes future meetings will be short updates with few decisions to be made. 

 

With no other items to discuss, Dr. Morgan made a motion to adjourn. Dr. Brysacz seconded the 

motion, and all were in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:31pm. 

 

Minutes are available for review on this day, December 6, 2016. 

 

Respectfully submitted,     Approved: 

 

 

 

 

Sherri McClellan      Ross Kosinski, Ph.D. 

Program Coordinator      Chairperson 

Board of Medical Student Loans    Board of Medical Student Loans  


