
ARIZONA MEDICAL STUDENT LOAN PROGRAM
BOARD MEETING

April 5, 2002

The Board of Medical Student Loans held an open public meeting on April 5, 2002 at the Arizona College
of Osteopathic Medicine, Midwestern University Glendale Campus, Sahuaro Hall, Room 320, 19555 N.
59th Avenue, Glendale, AZ 85308. Tim B. Hunter, M.D. called the meeting to order at 10:19 a.m. Other
Board members attending: Lyn McKay, Thomas E. McWilliams, D.O., Paul Steingard, D.O., Patricia
Tarango, and by telephone conference Christopher A. Leadem, Ph.D., and Ram R. Krishna, M.D.; Lane
Johnson, M.D., MPH joined the meeting by telephone conference at 11:20 a.m. Present at the meeting:
Carol Dolan, Director, Student Financial Services, Midwestern University; Bruce Groll, Analyst, Joint
Legislative Budget Committee; Maggie Gumble, Senior Program Coordinator, University of Arizona
College of Medicine Financial Aid Office; and John Payne, Health Professions Specialist, AZ Department
of Health Services.

New Board members were welcomed: Lyn McKay, Director of Product Development and Management,
Blue Cross Blue Shield, was appointed by the Governor to replace Diane Brennan. Thomas E.
McWilliams, D.O., Associate Dean, AZ College of Osteopathic Medicine, was appointed by the Governor
to replace Nicholas Hagen, M.D. Lane Johnson, M.D., MPH had completed a previous Board member’s
term and was reappointed by Governor Hull. Christopher A. Leadem, Ph.D. was appointed by President
Likens to replace Tammie Bassford, M.D., who took on new administrative duties and resigned from the
Board. Patricia Tarango, Office Chief, Office of Health Systems Development, AZ Department of Health
Services (ADHS), replaced Doug Hirano, who is no longer with ADHS.

Paul Steingard moved that certificates be prepared for the outgoing Board members to thank them for their
service on the Board. The motion was seconded by Tom McWilliams and unanimously approved.

Since Diane Brennan was Chairperson and Nick Hagen was Vice-Chairperson, the Board nominated and
elected new officers. Ram Krishna nominated Tim Hunter as Chairperson; it was seconded by Tom
McWilliams and unanimously approved. Tom McWilliams was nominated by Paul Steingard for Vice
Chairperson; it was seconded by Tim Hunter and unanimously approved.

The minutes of November 2, 2001 had been submitted by Maggie Gumble, approved and signed by Diane
Brennan and sent to the Board members for review. Most of the current Board members were not at that
meeting. Ram Krishna moved that the minutes be accepted; it was seconded by Tim Hunter and
unanimously approved.

Tim Hunter asked if Board members are reimbursed for travel expenses. Maggie Gumble said that since
the Board does not request funding for operating expenses, the Board is not compensated. All funding goes
to students. Board members agreed that this was not a problem for them.

Maggie Gumble reviewed the Agency Summary, including the Mission statement, the goals, and some of
the performance measures. Mission: To recruit physicians to serve in medically underserved areas in
Arizona by providing substantial funding in educational loans to students at colleges of medicine in
Arizona. Currently, the University of Arizona’s College of Medicine and Midwestern University’s AZ
College of Osteopathic Medicine are qualif’ing colleges. Goal #1: to successfully recruit and retain
students to participate in the program by providing substantial funding of educational costs to medical
students. Goal #2: To provide physicians to medically underserved areas in Arizona. Goad #3: To
increase the number of physicians providing service to medically underserved areas in Arizona. The
program began in 1978-1979 and provided $6,000 per year to the students until the program was revised in
1992-1993. The University of Arizona College of Medicine was the only college in the program until 1999
when the program was opened up to private medical colleges in Arizona. The Goal to provide substantial
funding came out of the recognition that the program became very much out of date with the $6,000
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amount, while the cost of a public medical education rose. Currently the average cost of education at the
University of Arizona College of Medicine is about $26,000 for a single student. Carol Dolan reported that
Arizona College of Osteopathic Medicine averages about $48,300 per year. Maggie explained that the
fmancial aid cost of education includes tuition, books, supplies, and equipment, room and board,
transportation, and miscellaneous expenses as determined by the Financial Aid Offices. The Arizona
Medical Student Loan Program in 2001-2002 paid $21,893 to the student participants. The changes in the
statutes governing the program, which became effective in August 2001, raised the maximum loan under
the formula specified in A.R.S. § 15-1723 B: “Each loan shall provide for tuition plus no more than ten
thousand dollars per year adjusted by the percentage change in the GDP price deflator....” “For 2002-
2003, each loan shall provide for tuition plus no more than sixteen thousand dollars for each student.”
Tuition is limited to public medical school tuition in Arizona. For 200 1-2002, UA medical tuition is
$9,660 per year. The Board of Regents usually sets tuition at the end of April, so that figure has not yet
been determined for 2002-2003. Tuition at AZCOM for 200 1-2002 is $28,302, per Carol Dolan. The other
factor that led to the change in the Statutes was that when the Board looked at the Financial Aid Office’s
cost of education for the actual student participants, it was only meeting about 63% of the average cost of
education for the UA College of Medicine students and 48% of the AZCOM students’ average cost of
education. Many of the students on the program have higher costs because they are often older students
with children and incur childcare expenses to attend school.

Maggie reported there have been about 130 students in the program over the years with many of those still
students or residents pending service. Under performance measures for 2001-2002, we estimated 15
physicians serving and 18 physicians continuing service after their service requirements were met. Bruce
Groll noted that in the Annual Report completed in January 2001, 41 physicians had completed their
service obligations and had provided a combination of over 114 years of medical care to the medically
underserved in Arizona. Maggie reported that the program has 4 physicians completing their service
obligations in the calendar year 2002.

Maggie Gumble reviewed the fmancial report. Maggie thanked the AZ College of Osteopathic Medicine
for the payment of $500.00, with the amount as determined by the Board, made to the University of
Arizona College of Medicine for expenses associated with the processing of AZ Medical Student Loans.
This payment was made to the College of Medicine and is therefore not reflected in the Board’s financial
report.

The beginning balance July 1, 2001 of the Medical Student Loan Fund was $74,911.95 as adjusted. The
adjustment came from the State’s moving the last transfer of funds by the Attorney General’s Office (loan
repayment from Ibanez) from FY 2001 to FY 2002. The General Fund appropriation, after reduction of
$1,428 in December 2001, was $284,072.00. Receipts from repayments by two individuals by March 29,
2002 total $5,460.00. The Board asked for an update on the physicians referred to the State Attorney
General’s Office. Maggie Gumble said she was recently contacted by that office, which reported that they
are ready to sue Dr. Budnick and retain out-of-state counsel. A bankruptcy hearing is scheduled for Dr.
Arambula. No recent information has been received on the other two referrals (Dr. Damstra, and Dianna
Bell, who did not complete her M.D. degree).

Fifteen students have been paid a total of $327,079.00, leaving a balance of $37,364.95. One student who
was approved for participation in November 2001, has waited to sign a contract until the Board can review
her request at today’s meeting. Plans are to pay her out of the Medical Student Loan Fund appropriation of
$64,900, which will complete the utilization of that appropriation. The Board will have $15,471.95 in the
Medical Student Loan Fund to carry forward and has been appropriated $7,900.00 for 2002-2003.
A second General Fund reduction in the amount of $714.00 specified in HB 2003 was signed by Governor
Hull on March 21, 2002 after the Board had spent the General Fund appropriation in full. The fourth
quarter appropriation had been approved by the State to be spent early to disburse the funds according to
the academic schedules of the medical students, thus $714.00 is not available to reduce the General Fund.
All funds are used for students and there are no operating expenses by the Board. Funds cannot be
transferred from one appropriation to the other except by an act of the legislature. The first General Fund
reduction was met by lowering the amount paid to Lora Grimes, whose contract was for $21, 893.00. In
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January 2002, Lora agreed to accept a reduction in her contract by $1,316.00 in return for $1,316.00 in a
College of Medicine Scholarship instead, so that the students would receive the amount of funding they
expected. This offer is pending Board approval at today’s meeting. Lora has written another letter on
April 4, 2002, offering to lower her contract further to $19,863.00 and to repay $714.00 to the State to
repay the General Fund on behalf of the Board of Medical Student Loans. She will repay $714.00 after an
additional $714.00 in College of Medicine Scholarship funding credits her student account. She has signed
a revised contract for $19,863.00, which is pending the signature of a Board member. Paul Steingard
moved to accept Lora Grimes’ offer, Tom McWilliams seconded the motion, and it was unanimously
approved. Maggie Gumble is working with the State’s General Accounting Office, and Christine Sato,
Analyst from the Governor’s Office of Strategic Planning and Budgeting, to determine the mechanics of
the repayment.

Governor Hull’s budget recommendation for FY 2003 General Fund appropriation is for $277,000. The
new base budget reflects the reductions made for FY 2002 and reduces the appropriation by an additional
$7,900. Maggie Gumble noted that since the Board had been approved for $353,600 from the General
Fund for FY 2003, it actually reduces the appropriation by $76,600. The plan had been to fund 16 students
at about $22,593 for 2002-2003, but with the reductions, there was a proposal to at least provide
substantial funding for the 12 students on the program in 2001-2002 that are continuing their medical
education. Nine students out of the 12 have applied for renewal; one student said she had planned for two
years under the program and has been funded for two years. She is interested in working with the
medically underserved but would like to have the experience of working also internationally. A second
student has decided to get a joint M.D./Ph.D. to prepare herself to do research as a clinician. The third
student has a proposal before the Board to transfer to a naturopathic program.

Carol Dolan reported that she has received three written applications for 2002-2003 and Maggie Gumble
has also received three applications, for a total of six to be considered at a later Board meeting. The Board
of Regents generally sets the public medical school tuition by the end of April. President Likens’
recommendation on a tuition increase was to be released today and was reported to be a 12% increase. It is
expected to be May or by the end of the fiscal year before the State appropriated amounts will be known for
2002-2003.

Dr. Ram Krishna had to leave the telephone conference at 11:11 a.m. The Board meeting took a short
break and resumed at 11:20 a.m. with the addition of Dr. Lane Johnson by telephone conference.

Colleen Huber submitted a letter to the Board dated March 19, 2002. Carol Dolan reported that the Board
had approved a deferment while Colleen took a leave of absence to have her baby and stay home with her
child for 2001-2002. Her intention was to return to the AZ College of Osteopathic Medicine and complete
her degree. Colleen has rethought her career plans and has been accepted into the Southwest College of
Naturopathic Medicine. Colleen believes she will be serving a population in general practice in an
underserved area and would like to have Board approval to provide service as a naturopathic physician
instead of an osteopathic physician. If the Board does not approve that, then Colleen is asking that the
Board defer repayment until she finishes school at the College of Naturopathic Medicine. Maggie Gumble
commented that Colleen received loans for the last quarter of her first year, after becoming an Arizona
resident, and for the full year of 2000-2001. Colleen is also asking that after completion of her naturopathic
degree, that she be allowed gradual repayment in monthly installments in the manner of other educational
loans. Maggie pointed out that federal loan repayment is usually over a ten-year period, and that recent
Boards have generally limited extended repayment to a period of three years. Deferment periods are built
into the federal loans and are a right of the borrower if they qualify for deferment. The Arizona Medical
Student Loan does not carry that provision. Copies of Colleen’s contracts were provided to the Board for
review in advance of the meeting. The contracts (see # 3.) were for attendance at Midwestern University’s
Arizona College of Osteopathic Medicine. The provision in her contracts that applies to Colleen’s situation
states in #5 c: “If Student withdraws or is dismissed from medical school, all funds paid to Student under
this Agreement, together with interest thereon, shall be repaid, with no penalty, within one year of
withdrawal. The Board may for good reason provide for extensions on the period of repayment.” Paul
Steingard reported that Colleen Huber made an appointment and came to see him, although he was not
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aware of the topic when she made the appointment. Colleen also discussed her situation several times with
Tom McWilliams who is Associate Dean of the AZ College of Osteopathic Medicine. The Board discussed
the previous Board decision that this program does not include naturopathic students, and that in the Sunset
Review Hearing two years ago, representatives from the Southwest College of Naturopathic Medicine had
requested inclusion. Senate Bill 1109, which became effective August 9, 2001, specified in § 15-1723 that
the board may grant loans to students who intend to enter and complete a residency program approved by
the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education or by the American Osteopathic Association.
After discussion by the Board members of Colleen’s first request, Tom McWilliams moved that the Board
deny allowing Colleen Huber to provide service as a naturopathic physician. The motion was seconded by
Lane Johnson and unanimously approved. After further discussion of her request to defer her loans, Tom
McWilliams moved to deny Colleen Huber’s request to defer loan repayment during her attendance at the
college of naturopathic medicine. Lane Johnson seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. It was
agreed that Carol Dolan will draft a letter, to be signed by Tim Hunter, Chairperson, and to be sent certified
to Colleen Huber for her to make arrangements to repay her Arizona Medical Student Loans. Paul
Steingard moved to allow Colleen Huber to pay in full by July 1, 2003. Tom McWilliams seconded the
motion and it passed unanimously.

Bridget Stiegler is requesting that the Board include specific areas for service in her contract for 2001-
2002 to include Health Professional Shortage Areas (HPSA5) and Medically Underserved Areas (MUAs) in
Maricopa County. Carol Dolan explained that Bridget is very concerned about being able to serve in an
underserved community in Maricopa County. Bridget and her husband hope that he will be accepted at
AZCOM and they want her to be able to practice man underserved community in the area until he
completes his medical education. Bridget reviewed maps and documentation of acceptable areas provided
by John Payne. Maggie Gumble explained that SB 1109, which became effective in August 2001,
included the following provision in § 15-1723 F: “The board may specify an area listed in subsection E of
this section in the student’s contract to permit the student to seek employment in that area as a physician.
After the area is specified by the board, the area shall be designated in the student’s subsequent contracts as
an approved area and as an approved service location.” Maggie explained that in a few situations, students
came into the program expecting or hoping that they could return to their home communities, underserved
at that time, to practice when they completed their medical education. One instance was a physician from
Cottonwood that had understood that she could serve anywhere outside Maricopa County or Pima County.
When she entered service, Cottonwood had changed and did not qualify for service. Another couple from
Yuma decided to limit their commitment to two years after they became concerned that they would not be
able to find eligible sites in the Yuma area. Maggie indicated that her interpretation was that this provision
would be utilized for rural areas of the state. However, when Board member Dr. Hagen interviewed
Bridget, he mentioned that provision to her and did not have the same interpretation. When Bridget
requested the inclusion, Maggie and Carol agreed that if the Board agreed to include it, the provision
needed to be included in the first year’s contract. Maggie worked with Doug Hirano, John Payne, and
Patricia Tarango from the Arizona Department of Health Services, and Daniel Bergin from the State
Attorney General’s Office, in proposing wording to be added to the contract if the Board decided to act
upon Bridget’s request. Patricia Tarango explained that the boundaries for Health Professional Shortage
areas are set for a three-year period but are fluid, and at this time, South Mountain is being developed.
Areas are based upon the communities’ needs and service needs to concentrate on the neediest areas.
Seven years from now, these neediest areas may not exist. She also pointed out that there are other areas
within commuting distance, such as Wickenberg, Casa Grande, Coolidge, and Florence. West Phoenix
Service Area did not exist one year ago and ADHS is now looking at Glendale. ADHS expects 24-28 new
community health centers within a five-year time frame. Patricia expects there to be plenty of opportunities
for Bridget to be able to serve within commuting distance of the AZCOM area. The Board discussed that
other areas around the state are undergoing development as well.

The Board adjourned for lunch at 12:13 p.m. Christopher Leadem and Lane Johnson were not able to
rejoin the meeting after lunch. Board members in attendance when the meeting resumed at 1:15 p.m. were
Tim Hunter, Lyn McKay, Tom McWilliams, Paul Steingard, and Patricia Tarango.
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Tom McWilliams moved that the Board not exercise the option of specifying an area of service for a very
large metropolitan area, but to strongly encourage Bridget Stiegler to consider signing the contract with the
Arizona Medical Student Loan Program. The motion was seconded by Lyn McKay and passed
unanimously. Maggie Gumble reminded the Board that if Bridget decides not to participate, the Board
approved Angelique Ferayorni on November 2, 2001 as an alternate for 2001-2002.

The Board was presented with the draft of the revised contract for 2002-2003 that had been reviewed and
commented upon by Daniel Bergin, who is with the Arizona Attorney General’s Office. Maggie Gumble
pointed out that the only portion that does not pertain to 2001-2002 is in #2, involving the change from
$10,000 to $16,000 per year as adjusted. The Board reviewed the changes and e-mail comments between
Daniel Bergin and Maggie Gumble and accepted the contract as revised by the Attorney General’s Office.
The addition of dates by the signatures at the end of the contract are not necessary if the date is filled in at
the beginning of the contract form, according to Daniel Bergin’s correspondence with Maggie Gumble on
Bridget Stiegler’s proposed changes, April 3, 2002.

In Board discussion, it was decided that Maggie Gumble will draft a letter to Governor Hull, Laura
Knaperek, Chairperson of the House Appropriations Committee, and Ruth Solomon, Chairperson of the
Senate Appropriations Committee, to be signed by Tim Hunter. It could make a difference for 2002-2003 if
they knew that all appropriated funds go to students and that no operating funds are appropriated.
Reductions in the appropriations to the Board of Medical Student Loans directly impact the students.

There was discussion between Board members regarding opening up the program to specialties to be driven
by the needs of the State. It was suggested that the following sources be contacted for research that might
be available: the Telemedicine program; Arizona Hospital Association; State and County Medical
Societies; Arizona Rural Health Office. Paul Steingard moved that a survey be completed to determine the
need for non-primary care specialties in underserved areas; the motion was seconded by Tim Hunter and it
was unanimously passed.

Applications for renewal and related correspondence for 2002-2003 were reviewed:

Jennifer Baumbach, in her letter to the Board, said “I have greatly appreciated your support over the last
two years and believe that this is a wonderful program...! am committed to primary care, especially
OB/GYN, and have a desire to serve the medically underserved in Arizona...However, at this time I do not
wish to re-apply...I do not want to limit my future career and personal options.” Maggie Gumble said that
Jennifer said she is interested in service to underserved communities internationally as well.

Valerie Miranda wrote that she has seen how clinical research studies... “can bring about changes in
healthcare quality and policy. I am interested in gaining the skills necessary to perform healthcare service
research in the underserved communities I will be serving in the future. That is why I have decided to
pursue an M.D./Ph.D. in Epidemiology.” “I am expecting that it will take me about three years to
complete the Ph.D. portion, after which I will return to the College of Medicine to fmish Years III and IV
of medical school.” “I would hope these circumstances would not prevent me from being able to apply
again when I return to finish medical school.” Paul Steingard moved to defer Valerie Miranda to allow her
to pursue her M.D./Ph.D. degree. Lyn McKay seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. Valerie
may reapply for funding when she resumes her M.D. and Maggie Gumble will include in the letter a
request that she write a letter to the Board yearly letting them know her status.

Renewal applications have been received from Kirstin Grahn, Melody Jordahl, John Kercheval, Julissa
Ochoa-Buck, Agnes Ovienmhada, Terence Rousseau, Bridget Stiegler, Janet Vargas, and Brooke
Vallenari. Tom McWilliams moved to accept those students for renewal for 2002-2003. Lyn McKay
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. After discussion regarding the uncertainties of funding
and the need for Carol Dolan and Maggie Gumble to be able to proceed to fund the students in July, the
following motion was made: Tom McWilliams moved that the Board authorize funding of $21,893 each
for 2002-2003. Paul Steingard seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. If needed, a
videoconference meeting of the Board will be held in July. It is the Board’s wish to fund the continuing
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students no less than they were funded in 2001-2002, to increase that amount if possible, and to consider
additional students to the program if funds allow.

The following three requests were considered and approved by the Board of Medical Student Loans:
Dario Lizarraga, M.D. is currently meeting his service commitment by practicing in Florence, AZ under
Lawrence Bence, M.D. He requested that he be allowed to open his own practice in Florence and remain
within the 85232 ZIP Code. John Payne’s e-mail response on September 5, 2001 to Maggie, forwarded to
Dario: “If Dr. Lizarraga moves anywhere in the town of Florence, Coolidge or Casa Grande he will be in
an underserved area. Those three communities all qualify for the medical student loan program.” Dr.
Lizarraga’s request was inadvertently not included in the November 2001 meeting and Maggie Gumble
included it for Board review at this meeting. Dr. Lizarraga has not changed practice locations, according to
Maggie’s call to the office where he is practicing.

Veronica Pimienta, M.D. obtained employment at the Mariposa Community Health Center in Nogales,
AZ. Attached for the Board’s review was confirmation of Veronica’s statement that the clinic is on the list
of approved sites provided by the Arizona Department of Health Services effective August 9, 2001.

Karen Weller, M.D. wrote the Board to request approval of her position with the Indian Health Service at
Whiteriver PHS Indian Hospital in Whiteriver, AZ. 85941-0860. Her start date is July 28, 2002.
Documentation of eligibility of the site from the AZ Department of Health Services was attached for the
Board’s review.

Tom McWilliams moved to approve the requests of Dr. Lizarraga, Dr. Pimienta, and Dr. Weiler; Lyn
McKay seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously.

Richard Benedict, M.D. is completing his residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology in Dallas, Texas at St.
Paul University Hospital and is seeking a qualifying position to begin in July 2002. In advance of the
Board meeting, the Board was furnished with his letter to the Board dated March 21, 2002 and other e-mail
correspondence from December 2001 through April 1, 2002. The March 21 letter explained his frustration
in locating a position and proposed that he be allowed to be based at Kingman Regional Medical Center
and provide outreach services to Peach Springs, Arizona one day every other week, which would be
included in his contract with Kingman. He mentioned that he was negotiating to include other underserved
areas, but had no definitive plan for those areas.

Maggie Gumble reviewed Dr. Benedict’s efforts to obtain a position: December 5, 2001, Maggie sent him
a list of clinics determined by ADHS to be eligible sites; ADHS indicates it is not a comprehensive list and
additional sites are eligible. When Maggie was first in contact with Dr. Benedict, he had applied and was
quite hopeful he could work in Safford, AZ. Maggie confirmed through ADHS that Safford is eligible.
However, the site hired a physician from California who could start right away, per Dr. Benedict. He next
contacted Kingman, which he found on the ADHS website listed as an Arizona Medically Underserved
Area and e-mailed Maggie. However, she expressed doubt that Kingman was eligible and later confirmed
for Dr. Benedict that the website was out of date, having been established in 2000; Kingman is no longer
underserved. Maggie then sent out a survey at the end of February 2002 to the 37 clinics on the list
provided by ADHS. Nineteen clinics responded and she identified three and possibly a fourth opening for
Ob/Gyn and passed that information on to Dr. Benedict in February and March 2002. Dr. Benedict also
expressed an interest in working as a physician with the Arizona Department of Corrections facilities. A
contact person’s name was given to Dr. Benedict and he was encouraged to call her, although the office
said that there is a hiring freeze on all state positions. Dr. Benedict asked about working part time in Dolan
Springs and extending the Length of his service commitment. He was advised to write a letter to the Board
to get advance approval if he wanted to consider that as an option. He was advised to apply for openings
identified at Clinica Adelante in Surprise, AZ, Las Fuentes Health Clinic, Guadalupe, AZ, Mariposa
Medical Clinic in Nogales, AZ and finally, Mountain Park Community Health Center in Phoenix was also
identified as a possibility at the end of March. Dr. Benedict expressed reluctance to work at a site whose
population is primarily Hispanic because of the language issue. John Payne reported to the Board that he
recently talked to Dr. Pereira at Mariposa in Nogales and that Dr. Benedict had told him he would talk to
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his wife and call him back. Dr. Pereira told John he had not heard back from Dr. Benedict. Maggie read
Dr. Benedict’s latest e-mail of April 3, 2002, after she had encouraged him to contact Dr. Pereira: “I have
to tell Mariposa no. I refuse to put myself at that large of legal risk. The issue is very, very large in
medicine today. A lay translator in the clinic does not suffice. The American College of Ob/Gyn estimates
that at least 80% of their members will be sued over practice issues at some point in their careers. One of
the issues attorneys love to get their hands on when a bad outcome is realized revolves around informed
consent. It is also established that indigent populations tend to be more litigious on a relative scale. Sure
the Feds provide malpractice insurance with tail coverage while you are employed at a federally recognized
CHC, but money is not the issue. It is the ability to acquire reasonably priced coverage once you leave the
CHC for private practice that matters. In an earlier email to me, you referenced the high cost of insurance
to private practitioners in rural and underserved areas as one reason for the failure of many in those areas,
so I know you must consider my argument reasonable. Licensing delays in other states is also something
that must be considered. As far as Kingman goes, at this point I intend to stay there for the rest of my
career. You might mention to the Board that the hospital administration was intending to stop their service
to the underserved in Peach Springs all together until I made the agreement with them to keep it open.
There are a lot better places than Kingman to live and work and, per the ADHS website, Kingman itself
was an AzMUA as late as 2000. Not a whole lot has changed there since. Again, I also fmd it interesting
that areas in metropolitan Phoenix and Tucson qualify for the program. My contract says nothing about
medically underserved populations. I just get the feeling you would like to see me in a barrio clinic instead
of a rural or underserved area as I agreed to. Rick”

Maggie said she e-mailed him back and said, OK, I understand. My concern is that you find a position to
pay your rent, food and bills in July as well as meet your obligation to the State. She noted to the Board
that at the time Rick interviewed, the Board was probably emphasizing rural because that is what the State
legislators had requested. She said she told him that the program had always specified medically
underserved areas, but was open to both rural and urban sites. She also explained about the legislation last
year, which allows the Board to consider medically underserved areas, medically underserved populations,
and Indian Reservations located in Arizona. She said she had told him that going to Peach Springs one day
every other week would take him over 38 years to meet his four-year commitment.

Patricia Tarango confirmed that Kingman is currently not an eligible site. Dolan Springs, Peach Springs,
and Fort Mohave in Mohave County do qualify. She said there is no certification of translators on the state
level and that any certification would be from completing a program or a course at a college. Tom
McWilliams moved to deny Dr. Benedict’s request; it was seconded by Paul Steingard and unanimously
approved. Maggie agreed to include in the letter that the time Dr. Benedict would spend in Peach Springs
is not sufficient to be considered.

Maggie’s office had sent a survey to the contact people at the 37 organizations on the list provided to the
Arizona Medical Student Loan Program on August 9, 2001 by the Arizona Department of Health Services.
The list represents sites eligible for service by participants, and includes sliding—fee-scale clinics in Arizona
Medically Underserved Areas, federal Medically Underserved Areas, and federal Medically Underserved
Populations. It is not a comprehensive list of eligible sites. Of the 37 surveys sent, 19 responses were
received. Fourteen organizations reported openings with 11 Family Practice openings (2 FP specified with
Obstetrics), 5 Pediatric positions, 3 and possibly a fourth opening for Ob/Gyn, 2 eligible openings in
Internal Medicine (1 doubleboarded with Peds), and none in Psychiatry. One clinic was also looking for
General Surgery, Rheumatology, Dermatology, Pulmonary, and Urology. One who did not identify any
openings commented “I am always looking for quality physicians.” Another commented “We are a large
center with an almost constant need for new providers.”

Maggie Gumble reported that five students are graduating from the University of Arizona College of
Medicine this Spring. Diane Downing, Lora Grimes, Gail Guerrero-Tucker, and Robert Truesdale
received funding this year; a fifth graduate, Celia Perez, did not apply for renewal for the current year.
At AZCOM, Dan Sabol and Ed Wehling are graduating. Dan received funding in 2001-2002 and Ed had
not reapplied after his first year when he became interested in Emergency Medicine. Tom McWilliams
indicated that he has asked Ed Wehling to update the Board as to his plans but has not yet received a letter

7



from him. His contract allows him three years to begin service after completion of his medical education,
unless extended to four years by the Board.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 p.m.

Minutes available for review Tuesday, April 9, 2002.

Respectfully submitted, Approved:

Maggie Gumble im B. Hunter, M.D.
Senior Program Coordinator Chairperson
University of Arizona College of Medicine Board of Medical Student Loans
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